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South Africa’s Western Cape is known for its dramatic views – but the architecture of this

holiday villa gives it some competition.

 was designed by  in 2010, and it puts a modern

spin on the traditional architecture found around Saint Helena Bay. Set above a sand dune,

the  is capped by a vaulted thatched roof.

‘The house needed to create an internal environment that maximised the connection with the

view, minimised views on neighbouring buildings and created sunny wind free outdoor living

spaces,’ 

Its voluminous first floor has few solid walls: floor-to-ceiling windows and doors look onto

Stompneus Bay and its beaches to the front, and the property’s courtyard  to

the rear.

The living room, kitchen and dining room are conceived as one enormous space, while four

bedrooms and a playroom fill the basement level. Cool granite floors, steel supports and a

Corten fire hood contrast the texture of the exposed thatch.

 designed Silver Bay Villa’s textured interiors, which mix natural woods with a

grey and charcoal colour palette, while oversized sofas lend the living room a feeling of

cosiness.

You can rent the South African villa, which is around 1hr 45 hrs from Cape Town, directly or 

Saint Helena Bay has pristine beaches, as well as tidal rock pools and silver-blue sea rich with

dolphins, whales and birdlife.
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Airbnb with prices starting from £397 per night.

A modern retreat hidden in the South African mountains
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In the arid exurbs of  this newish three-bedroom contemporary villa presents an

opportunity to live and work in a contemporary monolith, faced with hand-applied plaster and

stainless steel that reflects the big sky. Designed by  in 2017, the floating

pavilion sits on five cactus-studded acres, open to views of the Continental Mountains.

The architect introduced high-spec materials to the interior and exterior of the 

 including cold-rolled mill-finished steel, ebonised MDF, sustainable resin-infused

paper, coloured felt panels and vermiculite-embedded stucco. Communal spaces include a

custom chef’s kitchen and adjacent dining terrace, and a great room with a coordinating A/V

wall. A discreet meditation room has its own koi pond, leading to a principal bedroom and

ensuite with a Japanese soaking tub. There are two additional bedrooms on the lower level,

plus an office space and exercise room.

The reflective volume creates a canopy for the south-facing terrace and east-side fire pit,

which step down into a protected pet run, koi ponds and paths through wild nature.

Solar orientation and photovoltaic panels, plus cooling concrete and strategically placed

windows, make the sculptural home an eco-friendly proposition. It’s currently on the market

with  for $2.295m.
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Architecture that’s as dramatic as the views
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Holiday home of the week: a South
African dune house
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A postmodern desert hideaway lists
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Interior inspiration to kick-start your
week
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